National Board Certification:

In November 2007, the National Board for Profesaidreaching Standards (NBPTS)
announced newly certified teachers in the Nati@ward Certification (NBC) program. Nine
Worcester County Public School teachers earnegtkigious certification — a record number!
The school system now has a total of 19 NBC teach@tor a complete listing of all 19, please
visit our National Board Certification page, lochtender the Programs tab at
http://worcesterk12.com/National_Board_Certificatidm.)

Below is a listing of all nine newly-certified NBtéachers, coupled with a comment about the
rigorous certification process or a special mensamsociated with the experience.

Kristina (Willett) Belcher
Stephen Decatur High School, English 9 Teacher

“The process of achieving National Board Certifieatwas one of the most challenging pursuits
that | have ever accomplished. The workload wasyheaad the deadlines kept creeping closer
and closer by the minute; however, | strongly hedithat the process molded me into a more
reflective teacher. This experience has taught foeabout myself as an educator. It has
encouraged me to evaluate the different teachirthads and styles that | have used in the past
and to revamp them to find more engaging and e¥eetays to appeal to each of my students.”

Amy Gallagher
Stephen Decatur Middle School, Grade 8 Social tudi

“I will always remember completing the National Bds process because my son was born
within days of mailing my entire portfolio for grad). Being pregnant during the process helped
me to stay calm and focused, to complete the psomesime, and to achieve my professional
goal of becoming a National Board Certified TeathBEnese two very special and rewarding
events in my life will always go hand in hand.”



Lauren Harman
Stephen Decatur Middle School, Grade 7 Mathematics

“The National Board process has taught me a tremendmount about myself as a
professional. By reflecting on my teaching prae@nd aligning my practice with the teaching
standards set forth by the National Board for Fssifenal Teaching Standards (NBPTS), | was
forced to modify and create lessons that wouldicag and engage the multiple intelligences in
my classroom. After completing the National Boprdcess, | feel that my students are better
prepared to apply and retain mathematical condeptsse in future math classes and in
society.”

Michele (Ferry) Hundley
Buckingham Elementary School, Special Educatiorcfiea

“My most memorable experience during the certifamaprocess was video taping a student.
During the lesson, the student ask&tihat's that smelf He began to lean forward, smelling
the air! I had just eaten a handful of M&Ms, areddould smell the chocolate. He kept asking
me what the smell was, continuously sniffing.all. this while video taping! I'want chocolatg

he said. Calmly, | saidFirst work, then chocolate The student complied and listened to the
story | was reading. When we were finished, | gawe chocolate. | chose to submit that video
taping because it shows a typical day. | receavgérfect score on that entry!”



Elizabeth Parker
Ocean City Elementary School, Grade 3

“The process of becoming National Board Certifiedbést described as reflective. An insightful
approach to teaching allows me to experience legractively, not simply as an observer.
Everyday my students learn, | learn too. The NB&ess helped me to develop a solid
theoretical and research-based foundation for rstyuntional decisions. As a result of this
experience in reflection, learning and teachingenla®@come synonymous. | look forward to
continuing to learn together with my students.”

Kimberly Patrick
Stephen Decatur High School, English 10

“Receiving National Board Certification gives menfidence to trust in my abilities as a teacher.
| can draw from my professional, educational, aathing experiences and know that | will
make decisions that will benefit my students. phecess for achieving NBC has invigorated
my teaching practice and reminded me of the maginmiy teaching — Socrates quot&hé
unexamined life is not worth livifg



Shelley Phillips
Stephen Decatur Middle School, Grade 8 Integratetjuage Arts

“The National Board Certification process challethged affirmed my professional practices. It
forced me to critically look at the instructionaaisions | make every day. It further encouraged
me to research, develop, and adopt more effe@aehing strategies. Even after receiving
certification, | find myself striving to the ultin@ standard that was set before me during the
accreditation process.”

Lawrence Ryan
Stephen Decatur High School, Technology Systemshieza

“The National Board for Professional Teaching Stadd provides educators who apply to
become a nationally certified teacher, a rigoroamework of reflection on practice, skills, and
research. Through this experience, applicants dareip but become more aware of which
practices most successfully improve student legrniinis experience has particularly helped me
to understand how to better understand individe@irling needs and to differentiate my practice
to help meet those needs.”



Annette Waters-Carrigan
Buckingham Elementary School, Early Interventiomadreer

“The process of working towards National Board @iedtion afforded me the opportunity to
reflect on my current teaching practices and evalogy effectiveness as a teacher. | take from
the experience a greater appreciation for the kadge and experiences of my colleagues, as
well as the resources that my school provides.laBotatively working with other professionals
allows me to plan and deliver lessons that are roonelucive to the individual needs and
abilities of each of my students. It also enstineshow | teach andvhat| teach will benefit
every student that enters my classroom.”
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