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Festival Seeks to Pass-on Cultural Heritage 
  

  
            [Newark]  Worcester Technical High School sponsored its first-ever Arts and 

Technology Cultural Heritage Festival on May 1, located on the front lawn of the Board 

of Education Complex in Newark.  The festival featured close to 20 exhibitors whose 

organization, business, or hobby helps to tell the story of the heritage, diversity, and 

legacy of the Lower Eastern Shore. 

            The purpose of the festival, according to Adriana Bonsteel – festival organizer 

and Spanish teacher for Worcester Technical High School (WTHS), was to dispel the 

misconception that students must look beyond their hometown – beyond the Lower 

Eastern Shore – to seek lessons in culture.  “When I began teaching on the Lower Eastern 

Shore, I learned that many students believed that they had to visit a big city in order to be 

immersed in culture,” explained Bonsteel.  “This festival gives our students and the 

public an opportunity to become aware of the culture and heritage that is in our very own 

back yard.” 

            Most students, for example, do not think of Delmarva when they think of pirates.  

However, according to Sarah Meyers of the Discover Sea Museum and festival exhibitor, 

students are excited to learn that the Delaware and Chesapeake Bays were popular 

waterways for pirates such as Black Beard.  The museum showcases over 10,000 ship-

wreck artifacts, including Spanish coins, jewelry, weapons, and pottery.  Founded in 

1995, the Fenwick Island museum offers visitors interactive exhibits, tours, and an in-

house theatre.  

            Ray Thompson, Professor of History at Salisbury University and Interim Director 

of the Edward H. Nabb Research Center for Delmarva History and Culture, shared a 

wealth of knowledge with students about Delmarva’s beginnings, explaining that the 

Nabb Research Center has family records dating back to 1632.  “We hope to open 

students’ eyes to another way of looking at the Eastern Shore.”  The research center, 

located in Salisbury University’s East Campus Complex, displays the history of our 



region through collected resources such as family histories, artifacts, maps, books, and 

manuscripts. 

            Mignon Anderson, Professor of English at the University of Maryland Eastern 

Shore, also hopes to open the eyes of students as it relates to diversity – past and present 

– on the Lower Eastern Shore.  As an African American and an American Indian, 

Anderson wants to remind students that history is all around them in the written word.  

Anderson is passionate about helping students to understand that the struggles of African 

Americans and American Indians are not frozen in history; the struggles are different, but 

still exist today.  “I want students to inform themselves – by reading, listening, and 

talking – so they can reconcile with one another and help one another,” said Anderson. 

            The written word is also important to festival exhibitor Joyce Taylor Dennis, 

author of The Luck of Irish Love, a historical fiction novel. Inspired by her son who died 

in a car accident, Dennis hopes to instill a love of writing in students.  “My novel is about 

hope and keeping the faith,” she explained.  “I want students to be strong no matter what 

life deals them.”  Dennis encourages students to join writing clubs and participate in 

writing contests. 

            If a student became inspired to write a historical fiction novel about the Lower 

Eastern Shore, there were plenty of historical facts available at the festival.  For example, 

Rob Azbell of RYT Plumbing, displayed plumbing artifacts including an electric bath 

warmer.  According to Azbell, families would take their weekly bath on Saturday 

evening, to prepare for church on Sunday.  To warm the tub in the 1940s, a wire – which 

was attached to a coil – was plugged into the outlet.  The coil was lowered into the tub 

water, taking an hour to warm every 3 gallons of water.  At the time, this high-tech 

product cost $5.  In addition to the plumbing facts, interesting local facts could also be 

obtained from interactive exhibits relating to drama, fencing, music, and woodcarving.   

            The festival, supported by grants from the Worcester County Arts Council and the 

Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore, helped students understand the richness of 

Lower Eastern Shore culture.  “Now that our students have become aware of the cultural 

heritage that exists in our region,” said Bonsteel, “we hope that they will visit these 

organizations and museums.  It is also our hope that they will help share the culture of the 

Lower Eastern Shore by getting involved through volunteerism.”   



            The following organizations and exhibitors participated in the festival: Shipwreck 

Museum, MarVa Productions, Ward Museum, Delmarva Discovery Center, Julia A. 

Purnell Museum, Furnace Town, Assateague Life Saving Service, Mignon Anderson 

(author on the history of African Americans on the Eastern Shore), Ocean City Life 

Saving Museum, the Ward Museum, Delmarva Low-Impact Tourism Experiences 

(DLITE), Salisbury University’s Dr. Ray Thompson (Interim Director of the Nabb 

Research Center), Joyce Dennis (local author), Ed Stough (WTHS teacher and 

decoy/waterfowl carver), Clay Reister (WTHS teacher and fencing club instructor), and 

William Hammond and Will Warren (WTHS teachers and musicians). 

  

#30 

 

     UMES English Professor Mignon 

Anderson showcased books at Worcester Technical High School’s Arts and Technology 

Festival to help students understand the diversity of the Lower Eastern Shore.  As an 

African American and an American Indian, Anderson believes that the knowledge 

gleaned from the written word will help students solve the problems of today. 

 



 

    RYT Plumbing owner Rob 

Azbell shared plumbing and pump artifacts that help to tell the story of life on the Lower 

Eastern Shore.  Azbell is holding one of the first electric water heaters used to warm bath 

water in the 1940s. 

 

 



WTHS Carpentry Instructor Ed Stough demonstrates one of his favorite pastimes:  

waterfowl woodcarving.  Stough has been carving for 20 years.  His love for carving 

grew from his appreciation of waterfowl which developed over the course of his duck 

hunting experiences as a youth on Delmarva.  Stough is currently carving a Canvasback 

duck. 

 


