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 When additional student needs are identified, schools turn to fund raising 

to help supplement approved programs.  In the Worcester County Public School system, there 

are two types of fund raising:  school-sponsored and parent/community fund raising.  “The most 

remarkable aspect of our fund raising efforts,” explained Superintendent Dr. Jon Andes, “is the 

overwhelming support we receive from our staff, parents, students, community, and business 

partnerships.  Together, we serve our community by putting kids first.” 

 School-sponsored fund raising activities are approved and supervised by school 

principals and their designees, according to policy (VII-A-1) and procedures.  All funds raised 

from fund raising activities are directly applied to benefit our students.   

 At Snow Hill High School, for example, the band program implements two school-

sponsored fund raisers to help supplement the needs of the school’s band program.  Needs can 

include extra funds to help pay for the annual band banquet, funds to defray the costs associated 

with competitions and travel expenses, and funds to help replace uniforms, instruments, and 

supplies.  “Uniforms have a lifespan of about 12 years,” explained Snow Hill High School Band 

Director Bill Kraus.  “We take very good care of our uniforms because we still have uniforms in 

use from 1985.  When we need to replace one, it costs about $340.  Fund raising is so important 

because the needs of our students and program exceed our music budget.  Raising extra funds 

enables us to meet the needs of our students and our program.” 

 Fund raisers, according to Kraus, are hard work, but they yield results.  The first band 

fund-raiser at Snow Hill High School is a Gianni Pizza Sale fund raiser, which raises about 

$3,000 over a two-week period.  The second fund raiser is a chicken barbeque dinner which 

earns about $2,000 each year for the school’s band program.  “We are grateful to all those who 



participate in these fund raisers, because we could not do them without the participation of our 

students, parents and band boosters, as well as our community.” 

 Snow Hill High School Principal Thomas Davis recognizes the importance of fund 

raisers, as well as the role that the community plays in making them successful.  “Our Snow Hill 

community has never let us down.  When we need support for any kind of fund raiser, our 

community organizations and businesses pull through for us.” 

 Fund raisers like those implemented at Snow Hill High School can bring in significant 

funds over a short period of time.  At Snow Hill Middle School, the school participates in several 

smaller fund raisers to generate support over the course of the school year.  “Our strategy,” 

explained Mary Ann Cooper, Snow Hill Middle School’s Curriculum Resource Teacher, “is to 

participate in a lot of little fund raisers because we understand that little efforts over time can add 

up to big successes!” 

 As part of the school’s character education efforts, Snow Hill Middle School implements 

a Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies (PBIS) program.  PBIS emphasizes catching students 

behaving well and rewarding them with Eagle Cash.  Students redeem Eagle Cash to buy special 

items in the school store.  To raise funds to purchase PBIS rewards, teachers participate in “Tasty 

Tuesdays,” whereby on Tuesdays, teachers in a grade-level team prepare and sell lunch to the 

school’s faculty.  Lunch items prepared and sold include sandwiches, soups, and salads.  “Most 

fund raisers are student, parent, or community driven,” said Cooper.  “This fund raiser is unique 

because it is teacher driven.  It brings in at least $50 per week, so this simple fund raiser 

represents a steady and dependable source of income for our PBIS program.” 

 Snow Hill Middle School and other schools in our school system also sponsor fun fund 

raisers which are popular with students.  For example, students can contribute one dollar to wear 

slippers on Slipper Day.  One Slipper Day can raise $300, according to Cooper.  The school also 

features Penny Wars.  Students can donate their pennies and coins in a friendly competition.  A 

Penny Wars competition can raise up to $700. 

 Parent/community fund raisers are also crucial in raising additional funds. In 2006, local 

funds from the Worcester County Commissioners funded Ocean City Elementary School’s new 

playground for ages 5 to 12.  In order to offer a playground for ages 2 to 5, the school needed to 

raise additional funds.  Ocean City Elementary School’s (OCES) Parent/Teacher Association 

(PTA) stepped in to help, as did other community organizations.   



 With a variety of fund raisers, the OCES PTA raised funds for the early childhood 

playground.  “One of our primary fund raising activities involved hosting Carrabba’s dinners,” 

said Teena Lovalvo, past president and current secretary of the OCES PTA.  “In one night, we 

raised $11,000.  Our organization cannot say enough about Carrabba’s Italian Grill owner Adam 

Osborn.  His West Ocean City restaurant supports our PTA and school, as well as most of the 

schools in Worcester County.  It is because of business partners like Carrabba’s that we are able 

to achieve a high level of success.”  Lovalvo also mentioned other contributors to the school’s 

early childhood playground fund raiser which included the Ocean City Lions Club, Fresco’s, the 

Berlin/Ocean City Optimist Club, and the Ocean City Fire Department. 

 The Pocomoke Elementary School (PES) PTA also holds a variety of fund raisers to 

support activities and events throughout the school year.  For example, the PES PTA sponsors an 

“Art to Remember” fund raiser.  With this fund raiser, parents are able to have their child’s 

artwork reproduced onto a variety of keepsakes, such as mugs.  Monies raised are used to 

support programs such as a fine arts night at PES (the next will be held on March 19). 

 Whether fund raisers are school-sponsored or parent/community sponsored, both must be 

creative in attracting supporters.  According to Sharon Smith, Stephen Decatur High School’s 

Curriculum Resource Teacher, raising funds for schools has gone beyond wrapping paper. 

“More and more schools must be creative in their fund raising efforts,” explained Smith.  “Just 

recently one of our school clubs sponsored a new kind of fund raiser: a ping pong tournament!”   

 Worcester County Public Schools has 835 business and community partners and 1087 

volunteers.  “We are blessed to have such dedicated and generous partners and volunteers,” said 

Andes.  “They help to enrich and expand the experiences and opportunities for our children.  

They are making a tremendous difference.” 

 If you have questions about fund raising in our school system, please call me at 410-632-

5092. 
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