2008 Tech Fest to Showcase
Creativity, Curriculum, and Skills

By Pat Tomasovic, Media Specialist at Pocomoke High School

Worcester County Public Schools’ anniedh Fest, organized by our
school system’s library media specialists, sergdsetp our students develop and expand their
technological skills. In its 3%year, the Tech Fest has evolved from its begirmawa film
festival to its current format encompassing phapby, multimedia productions,
online/interactive creations, and design. Many Tieebt entries are generated as part of the
curriculum, demonstrating the infusion of technglagto instruction and showcasing students’
creativity and skills.

Today, over 400 students in Pre-Kindergarten thino@rade 12 participate by submitting
Tech Fest entries in four varied categories. Estare judged by a group of experts that include
professional photographers, representatives fraal kelevision stations and newspapers, retired
teachers, school system technology coaches, compaigrammers, and graphic design artists.
Each year, entries from each of our 14 schoolslaog/cased at our county-wide awards
ceremony.

The 2008 Tech Fest Awards Presentation will bd balFebruary 21, 2008 at Snow Hill
Middle School, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Attendeesiavited to view all entries for the first hour.
At 6:30 p.m., awards for winning entries will beepented. The Awards Presentation is open to
the public and is free of charge.

Tech Fest entries can be submittedum dlifferent categories. These categories include
Through the Lens, On Screen, On Line, andOn Paper. Through the Lens provides students with
the opportunity to enter their photographs into\earcester County Tech Fest. These
photographic entries are divided into three sulgattgories: portraits, stills, and scenic. The

portrait category includes photographs of animals and eesgil photographs are pictures of



plants and non-living objects; and teenic category includes photographs of the great ousloor
and architectural elements. Photographic entriadoeasubmitted in color, monochrome, or in an
experimental format.

Photography classes are offered at each of oee thigh schools. During these classes,
students develop their picture taking talents dwedt fprocessing skills. At some of our schools,
photography is available as an offering during &ieASchool Academy. In addition, students
in the elementary and middle schools are oftenrgoggortunities to take photographs in their
art class or as part of a class project. Studehtsgenerate photographs from these sources, as
well as at home, are encouraged to enter thenountd@ech Fest'Ihrough the Lens category.

TheOn Screen category includes multimedia productions. Theiesgtin this category
give students the opportunity to create a PowetPaitleotape, animation, or a combination of
media to produce a program that can be displayetismmeen. All of thé©n Screen productions
are grouped into either informational or entertagmtncategories, and they can be submitted in
several formats.

At Snow Hill Middle School, for example, Grade @réign Language students produced
informational PowerPoints describing countries thaye researched. Informational
PowerPoints were also created in history and seietasses at many schools including Berlin
Intermediate School, Stephen Decatur Middle SchHeatomoke High School, and Stephen
Decatur High School. Subjects incorporated intes¢heowerPoints include the Civil War, the
French Revolution, World War Il, Zoology, and Ser/i_earning. In addition, students from
Stephen Decatur High School’'s Technology Applicadiclasses created electronic portfolios.
All of these school-generated projects have be&reshin the Tech Fest within tkin Screen
category.

The third category in which students may entetTeest productions ®n Line. In this
category, students and classes are challengeddtea Web site, Web quest, a PowerPoint with
hyperlinks, or interactive worksheets. All entrieghis category must be interactive or “online.”
Many classes in our schools create entries inciisgory as part of a content unit or lesson.

The last Tech Fest categor@isPaper. In this category, students are asked to design a
two-dimensional poster, sign, or banner or a tltiegensional brochure, pamphlet, or card.
Projects must be completely designed and put tegeti the computer. At Snow Hill Middle

School, students in Grades 6 and 8 created broglaumck posters as part of their Integrated



Language Arts curriculum. As part of a literaturet at Ocean City Elementary School,
students in Tracey Drocella’s enrichment classedyred three-dimensional book jackets for

the book, The Calpy Theodore Taylor.
Worcester County Public Schools’ libramgdia specialists, as well as our entire school

system, are looking forward to another successtghTFest and Awards Presentation. We

encourage you to join us on February 21 at SnoWNHddle School, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

We think you will amazed by the creativity, knowdgd and technological skills of our students!
If you have any questions about our Tech Fesh@f008 Tech Fest Awards

Presentation, you may call me at Pocomoke High &ckto110-632-5180.
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